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I

The “European Stork Villages Network“ is a Union of the European Stork Villages in

presently nine European countries, which were acknowledged by the international

environmental foundation EURONATUR. In addition the Network is open for collaboration

with communities in the whole of Europe, which are characterized by a large stork population

and an intensive commitment for the white stork protection.

II

The stated aim of the European Stork Villages is to stand up for an ecologically exemplary

handling of nature and a sustainable regional development. In doing so the European Stork

Villages Network is taking care of the communication and exchange among one another, the

white stork conservation, the Europe-wide cooperation, the joint public relations and the

fortification of the actors in every Stork Village, no matter where and in which country of

Europe. The European Stork Villages Network is path breaking for the cooperation of rural

regions in Europe.

III

The members in the European Stork Villages Network have committed themselves already

to:

- take care of nature and resource protection under the sign of the white stork

- actively provide new, vivid impulses in the areas of nature conservation,

agriculture, tourism, regional development as well as the preservation of traditions

and the development of a cultural identity under the sign of the white stork

- find supporters and sponsors for the white stork and sustainable regional

development by promoting lobby work and public relations

European Stork Villages are characterized by close collaborations among the local

community, NGOs, protected areas and related authorities on regional and national levels.

The members try to achieve the goals of Article III on the basis of recommendations in Annex

I of this declaration.



IV

The members of the „European Stork Villages Network“ are calling on the Council of Europe,

the European Union as well as municipal, regional, national and European politicians,

decision makers and commercial enterprises to:

- support the European Stork Villages Network“ as an outstanding example for the

cooperation in Europe “bottom up”

- to promote the public relations of the network and report on the „European Stork

Villages Network“ in the own media.

- respect and protect nature and natural resources and actively promote the

conservation of them,

- the encourage the environmentally friendly use of rural areas,

- to vigorously support the commitment for sustainable development of rural

regions in the areas of economy, human resources, ecology and culture,

- to advance projects, which combine nature conservation, regional development

and development of cultural identities in exemplary way,

- change or improve support and subsidy schemes in order to achieve sustainable

rural development and the conservation of biodiversity,

- strongly support natural water regimes in wetlands and riparian ecosystems

connected with stork habitats and promote management of artificial wetlands in

favour of white stork protection.







Annex I

The members of the European Stork Villages Network work on the following conceptual

formulations:

� The conservation of habitats ranks first for the protection of the white stork. Measures for

the improvement of the nourishment situation are essential in all stork villages.

� The nest in the villages have to be preserved, new nesting have to be installed and roofs

should be repaired, if necessary. For this financial support is needed.

� Agroenvironmental programs for the conservation of moist grassland as an important

nourishment habitat for storks do not exist in all European countries. Possibilities for

support of sustainable land use should be examined.

� The white stork is a “decoy“ for tourist in all European Stork Villages. Information and

visitor centres are a prerequisite for the development of sustainable tourism. The actors

work on a prolongation of the season by implementing nature experience offers, also

outside of the “stork season”.

� White stork protectionists need new blood too. The stated aim is to win young people for

nature conservation and the development of the regions.

� The mutual public relations in the European Stork Villages will be strengthened by a joint

internet presence and a brochure.

� The communication and exchange between stork protectionists and other interest groups

like municipal representatives, farmers, the youth and women will be promoted.

� The protection and improvement of resting zones during migration as well as the

elimination of sources of danger during migration and in the breeding areas is a stated

aim.

� In search of possibilities for financing the projects the network members will advise and

support each other.


